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Kamayani is a Hindi epic poem (maha kavya) written by Jaishankar Prasad. It is considered one of the greatest literary works written in modern times in Hindi literature. It also signifies the epitome of Chhayavadi school of Hindi poetry which gained popularity in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.


Kamayani is divided into 15 cantos, each of which depicts a different aspect of human emotions, thoughts, and actions. The poem begins with the great deluge, which is a metaphor for the destruction of the old world. Manu, the protagonist of the poem, emerges from the deluge and begins to rebuild the world. He is accompanied by Ida, who represents knowledge and enlightenment.


As Manu rebuilds the world, he faces many challenges. He must contend with the forces of evil, such as Lust and Greed. He must also deal with the limitations of his own human nature. Ultimately, Manu succeeds in creating a new world, but it is a world that is still flawed.


Kamayani is a complex and multi-layered poem that explores a wide range of themes. It is a poem about the human condition, about the struggle between good and evil, and about the possibilities of human regeneration. It is a poem that has stood the test of time and continues to be read and appreciated by generations of readers.
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